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(ii) The languages of Mexico;

(iii) The languages of Central America;

(iv) The languages of Peru.

These four centres of speech represent, however,
four islands only in the vast ocean of American speech.
They are surrounded by other islands which rnay for-
merly have belonged to larger continents of speech,
but which for the present remain isolated. Such are
the dialects of the Arctic or Hyperborean tribes, of
the Eskimos and Greenlanders in the extreme North,
the Arowakes and the once famous Caribes, in the
north of South America and in the islands of the
Antilles, of the aboriginal inhabitants of Brazil, of
the Abipones, the Patagonians, and the inhabitants
of Tierra del Fuego.

It will require much time and labour before this
abundant linguistic flora of America can be reduced to
something like scientific order. To attempt at present
to trace back the inhabitants of America to a Jewish,
Phenieian, Chinese, or Celtic source is simply labour
lost, and outside the pale of real science.

Oceanic l*ang"iiages.

Much more progress has been made in classifying
the languages which extend from Madagascar on the
East coast of Africa to the Sandwich Islands west of
America.

There is an original, though very distant, relation-
ship between the Malay, the Polynesian, and the
Melanesian (and Microne&iari) languages. They are
independent branches of a common stern. The dialects
of Australia, however, divided into three groups, and